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CASES OF FRACTURE OF THE SKULL. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 3 


Dear Sir,—I send you the following cases, which you may dispose o 
as you think proper. | 
In Virgil, Cortland Co., N. Y., November 1, 1836, a son of Simeon 

Luce, Jr., was sent into the fields to catch a horse; but not returning 
when expected, his friends went in pursuit of him. They found him 
lying on his back, upon the ground, insensible, and blood issuing in a 
moderate quantity from the ears and nose. I saw him twelve hours 
after the injury was received, when he was pale, extremities cool, pulse - 
120, and stertorous breathing. Did not learn that he had been sensible 
since the accident. ‘There was no wound of the scalp, except a very 
small punctured one, a little posterior to the angle formed by the ante- 
rior and under edge of the right parietal bone. The existence of an 
extensive fracture was readily deteeted by the crepitus. Scalp of same 
side was detached nearly the whole extent of the parietal, and all 
the superior portion of the temporal, bone, and there were layers of 
blood interposed. A crucial incision of the scalp was now made, 
and the angles turned back, which enabled us to determine more defi- 
nitely the extent of the fracture. Right parietal bone was comminuted, 
several fragments of which were readily removed with the i 
while others were driven in, and so interlocked and retained by 
pressed portions of the frontal, temporal and occipital bones, as to forbid 
removal by the elevator and forceps. Under these circumstances, in 
presence of Drs. Goodyear, Bronson and Jones, the trephine was first 
applied t8 a projecting portion of the frontal bone, the perforation of 
which enabled us to elevate some depressed portions, and remove seve- 
ral spicule ; but to elevate all the other portions of bone that were mak- 
ing pressure, the trephine was applied both to the opposite parietal and 
occipital bones, making three crown pieces, which were removed before 
all the depressed bone could be raised. Middle artery of dura mater was 
wounded at the time the injury was received, affording at this stage of 
the case large masses of coagulated blood, the removal of which showed 
that the dura mater had been wounded at four different points, and that 
the substance of the brain had been considerably broken, followed by 
large extravasations of blood. ‘The blood was removed as far as possible, 
and dressings applied. During the operation, patient had occasional con- 
vulsive movements of the extremities. Death took place three hours 
after the operation. | 
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Is it not reasonable to conclude that this case woul! have been fatal, 
from the serious and extensive injury sustained by all the parts involved, 
even with the earliest, most prompt and vigorous remedial means? It is 
obvious that two causes of compression existed in this case; to wit, ex- 
travasation of blood and depressed bone, and that both were inflicted ex- 
tensively, and at various points. There was a large quantity of blood 
beneath the occipito-frontalis and temporal muscles, exterior to the 
skull; also, between the latter and dura mater, as well as between the 
other membranes, and it was even diffused through some portions of the 
brain itself. The depressed portions of bone occupied each parietal and 
the right lateral anterior portion of the occipital bone, as well as the 
posterior part of frontal, and superior portion of right temporal bone. 
Finding, as we did, during the operation, that structural injury, to so 
great an extent, had been inflicted upon all the tissues of the head, we 
had no doubt in hazarding the opinion that the termination of this case 
could have been none other than a fatal one, let the treatment have been 
ever so early and properly adopted. ) 

Case 1).—In Cortlandville, N. Y., om the 29th of May, 1841, David 
Johnson, a lad of nearly 14 years, who had been subject to epilepsy 
for several years, was seized with a paroxysm while standing on a-nar- 
row foot-hold, several feet above the ground. He fell, striking his head 
against a narrow projecting body, producing a wound of the scalp three 
inches in length, with a corresponding fracture of the skull. The fracture 
was confined to the frontal bone, commencing at its most superior point, 
nearly half an inch anterior to its junction with the parietal bone, ona 
line with the longitudinal sinus, running two and a half inches in the 
direction of the external angular process. It was certain that the fracture 
involved several fragments of bone, which had been driven directly upon 
the dura mater, besides some depressed portions situated anterior to the 
space occupied by the comminuted bone. My associate, Dr. Miles 
Goodyear, who was iv attendance, now made an effort to remove the 
spicule of bone, and to elevate the depressed portions; but the frag- 
ments were so firmly held by each other, that every attempt at this ob- 
ject, short of perforating, was unavailable. Reaction having now taken 
place, the patient was bled at the arm. On my arrival, a little more 
than three hours from the time the injury was received, the Patient was 
laboring under unequivocal symptoms of compressed brain. The con- 
clusion was to trephine immediately. Accordingly, an incision was 
extended at nearly a right angle with the wound of the soft parts, 
making a flap, when turned back, that gave ample room for the tre- 
phine, which was applied upon a projecting portion of the solid bone, 
posterior to the general fracture. The perforation at this point enabled 
us to remove several of the fragments that were pressing directly upon 
the dura mater, and to elevate, in part, one portion of depressed bone ; 
but the entire elevation of all that was making direct pressure, was 
prevented by an angular projection from the solid bone. This was 
readily removed by the saw, which allowed an entire elevation of all the 
depressed bones, producing at oncea perfect return of sensibility. It may 
not be improper to state here, that as soon as the pressure was removed, 
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the patient went into a violent fit of epilepsy, of some thirty minutes du- 
ration, suspending a little the operation ; but as it subsided, the stupor fol- 
lowing the paroxysm gave an opportunity to conclude the operation and 
apply the dressings. : 

The treatment after the operation in this case was simple, as no un- 
favorable symptoms occurred. On the fourth day patient walked his 
room; and on the eighth left the house and walked moderately in the 
open air. The fact that there was not-a single unpleasant symptom 
after the operation in this case, is a circumstance that varies it from the 
majority of cases of this kind. Patient has enjoyed good health since 
the operation, except the epilepsy, the paroxysms of which occur at 
longer intervals than previous to the injury. Freperick Hype. 

Cortlandville, N. Y., March 16th, 1842. 


METEOROLOGICAL AND MEDICAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE AZORES. 


EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS TO A PHYSICIAN IN BOSTON, BY 4N INVALID. 


(Communicated for the Boston Medica] and Surgical Journal.]} 


Tue atmosphere is remarkable for, as near as I can describe it, a kind 
of mellowness and buoyancy, like a bright June morning in New Eng- 
land, and also for its excessive humidity. ‘The moisture is so great that 
wood, in tha open air, decays very rapidly ; iron is corroded almost im- 
mediately, and even clothes are injured unless great care is taken of them. 
Rain falls in small showers, and never in storms as with us. In one mo- 
ment the sun will be shining brightly, and the next the rain will pour as 
if the windows of heaven were opened. Presently the rain stops, the 
clouds break away, and the sun comes forth again ; but scarcely has he 
dried the pavements ere they are moistened once more. You must 
remember this is their winter ; it is not the case always. 

The islands are situated within the north east trades, so that for nearly 
half or a third of the year, the wind is constant from that quarter. They 
commence about the middle or last of May, and during their continu- 
ance 1 am told the weather is settled, the air bracing and clear, and it 
is rarely rainy. ‘The southeast is the most uncomfortable, wind, blowing 
directly from the snow on the summit of Pico. Southerly and westerl 
winds are universally accompanied by frequent showers, while the nort 
and northeast give promise of fine weather. The temperature of the 
air in the shade is quite moderate, the mean for the latter half of Feb- 
ruary last being 58 degrees ; for March, 59 ; for April, 60; for May, 62.2 ; 
for June, 67; for July, 70.3; for August, 74; for September, 67.9; for 
October, to the 19th, 68.3. The range of the thermometer during these 
months, was 4 in October, the least; and 7 in September, the greatest. 

Fayal lies so immediately upon the top of the ocean, that’ most of: 
the well-water is impregnated with salt. The wells rise and fall with 
the tide, except in the very interior of the island. The inhabitants use — 
this brackish water, though, at first, it is very disagreeable. Mr. Dab- 
ney, the American Consul, and most of those who are able, have large 
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reservoirs to contain rain water, and thus provide themselves with a 
wholesome drink. The soil is exceedingly light, but with manure and 
good cultivation is quite productive. The islands are volcanic, and of 
course the earth shows marks of its origin. Small craters are found in 
all parts, and lava may be picked up in abundance. Pico continually 
aan forth more or less smoke, reminding one of the fires that slumber 
in its bosom. But they have not burst out for many years. Earth- 
wales are occasionally felt, but so slight that no alarm is excited. A 

ight trembling of the ground occurred a week or two since, not suffi- 
cient, however, to arouse me from sleep. 

Of the plants of the island J, as yet, know little or nothing, and un- 
fortunately am not enough of a botanist to speak from my own observa- 
tion. ‘The castor oil tree, or shrub, is found here; the opium poppy 
grows quite luxuriantly, almost wild, and squills can be produced with a 
little attention. ‘There are many other plants and herbs of a medicinal 
character, as well as flowers, as beautiful as can be found in any part of 
Flora’s dominion, with which I will not weary you now. 

As to the general health of the inhabitants, and the diseases incident to 
the climate, I am not capable of judging. Dr. Bullar, an English phy- 
sician, visited the islands a year or two since, and within the last two 
months has published an account of his visit. As his work would not 
be likely to be found in America, I shall take the liberty of making a 
few extracts. ‘“ The diseases of the natives are such as might be ex- 
pected from the mild and equable climate ; they are of a passive and 
atonic, rather than of an active character. Not that active diseases, such 
as acute inflammations running a rapid course, are not occasionally met 
with among the young and robust, but that in general the affections 
are rather of a nervous than of an inflammatory kind ; indicating either 
a deficiency or an irregularity in the distribution of nervous energy, 
as if particular nerves were in a feeble and unstrung condition. Thus 
the prevalent complaint, and one that is very common, is a_ painful 
affection of the nerves of the stomach, unattended with much disorder 
of the digestive function itself, or of the general health ; a dull, slow, ach- 
ing pain, coming on soon after meals, and lasting many hours. In many 
cases this had lasted for several years; in some aggravated ones there 
were other symptoms, such as pyrosis and constant vomiting. ‘The most 
common exciting cause of this affection among the poor, is their diet; 
their principal meal consisting of cabbages and potatoes, chopped up, 
boiled and mixed with a little lard. It is necessary for strangers to 
very cautious in their diet, lest they should suffer from this form of indi- 
gestion. Somewhat stimulating food and wine are advisable, as well as 
a very cautious use of vegetables and fruit. i 

“ Next in frequency to this disease of the nerves of the stomach, are 
painful affections of other nerves of the body, including rheumatic neu- 
ralgia; and loss of sensation (either partial or complete) in single nerves, 
is not unfrequent. Hypertrophy of the ventricles of the heart is more 


- common than in England, and is sometimes accompanied with asthma, 


which is by no means a rare disease. Leprosy (elephantiasis tubercu- 
lata) may be said to be endemic, but it is not frequent; much less so, 
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probably, than at Madeira, where there is a hospital devoted to those 


. affected with this disease. 


‘‘ The children of the poor, from their constant exposure to the open 
air, their simple food, and the light, unfettered dress which the mildness of 
the climate permits them to wear, are very healthy. I saw but few scro- 
fulous diseases. ‘The complaint to which they are most subject is bron- 
chial inflammation, which sometimes seemed to lay the foundation of 
organic diseases of the heart, and of asthma. 

‘On the whole, the diseases were simple and easily managed. Com- 
plicated organic diseases, or morbid growths of a malignant character, 
are rare. I met with but few cases of fever; in these the fever was 
complicated with inflammation of the bronchial and intestinal mucous 
membranes. Morbid growths of a simple character, such as steatoma- 
tous, fatty and encysted tumors, requiring removal, were not uncommon ; 
and I saw many cases of bronchocele. 

“ Consumption is extremely rare. 1 saw only two cases among four 
hundred and sixty-five patients who fell under my observation, most of 
whom were affected with diseases of a chronic character. ‘This immu- 
nity from consumption is further evidence that one of the principal 
causes of this destructive disease is great vicissitudes of temperature, and 
it also shows that great humidity, when accompanied by a warm and 
equable temperature, is a favorable circumstance, rather than otherwise, 
in a climate which is sought by those who are predisposed to tubercular 
diseases of the lungs. In the island of Malta, where the air is very dry, 
although the climate is warm and not very variable, consumption prevai 
to a very considerable extent. The dryness of the air is shown by the 

uantity of dust which floats about in the atmosphere for more than half 
the year. In the Azores, on the contrary, dust is rarely seen.” 

In reply to your inquiries about accommodations for strangers, &c., 
I can only say there are almost none at all. Boarding-houses or hotels are 
not to be found, though one of the former may be opened in the spring. 
Houses can be easily hired at a moderate rent—say from $60 to $200 
per year—and readily furnished with the Azorean furniture. Imported 
furniture, as well as manufactures, bear an enormous duty, so that it 
would be extremely injudicious for a person to bring any with him. 
Servants, of course speaking the Portuguese language, can be procured 
at the rate of from $1,50 to $3,50 per month. ‘The expenses of living 
in other respects are also very much less than in New England. Labor 
is paid at the rate of from ten to twenty-five cents per day. Horses 
are kept only by private individuals, and an invalid would find it impos- _ 
sible to hire one for exercise; a donkey might be procured, but that 
would be doubtful. The roads are so super-eminently bad, that horse- 
back riding, could animals be hired, is not over pleasant. 

The chief production, that is, for export, is oranges. Lemons are also 
exported, though not in very large quantities. Fruits of all kinds are 
found here in great profusion, and at all seasons of the year. The soil 
is very well adapted to the raising of corn, wheat and potatoes, and 
about $20,000 worth of the latter, including a few other vegetables, 
are annually sold to the American whalers, that touch at Fayal. Mr. D.” 
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has lately introduced the mulberry, to which the climate seems pecu- 
liarly suited, and silk may become a staple of the island. He has also 
introduced the tea-plant, which apparently thrives well, but its success is 
problematical. In speaking of the exports, I referred to Fayal alone; 
the grape should be placed next to, if not before oranges, as a produc- 
tion of the islands. It is produced in every one of the group, though 
this island is not so favorable to that one article as some of the others. 
In taste it excels any I have ever seen ; of the wine it produces, others 
are better judges. 


FRACTURED PATELLA. 


BY DR. E. HARTSHORNE, RESIDENT SURGEON OF PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 


Henry O’H., 60 years of age, feeble and emaciated, entered Nov. 11, 
with a transverse fracture of the left patella. The man stated that while 
walking in a cellar, he stumbled, and in falling struck his knee against 
the jutting end of a log of wood. He was unable to rise, and imme- 
diately observed a depression in the knee-pan wide and deep enough to 
admit his thumb. 

~ When brought into the ward, about eighteen hours after the accident, 
he appeared to be in great suffering; the joint had already become very 
tumid and tense, and so painful as to preclude any but a superficial ex- 
amination into the condition of the parts. It was ascertained, howeve:, 
that the fragments were at least an inch and a half if not two inches 
asunder. 

The limb was extended, confined with a roller in this position on 2 
back splint long enough to reach from just below the tuber ischii nearly 
to the heel, and elevated on an inclined plane, so as to flex the thigh on 
the pelvis—at the same time the body of the patient was propped up 
with pillows in order still more completely to secure the relaxation of the 
muscles, as well as to afford the man an easy recumbent position. 

Owing to the great violence of the inflammation no forcible approxi- 
mation of the fragments could be tolerated by the patient before the end 
of the first week. During this interval, the treatment by position was 


combined with the ordinary antipblogistic regimen of rest, low diet, copious’ 


leeching, and saturnine lotions, rigidly maintained. On the eighth day 
the separated parts were brought within two or three lines of each other ; 
and so maintained, in the following manner. Moderate and uniform 
compression of the limb having been effected by a roller carefully ap- 
plied from the toes up to the middle of the thigh, the fractured surfaces 
were retained in their juxta-position by means of pads subjected to the 
pressure of a roller carried with some force around the knee and splint 
in two series of circular turns ; the first of which operating on the upper 
margin of the patella, passed below the projecting ends of a cross-bar 
two inches wide, fixed transversely to the splints, at a point corresponding 
posteriorly to the tubercle of the tibia; the other series moved around the 
gwer margin of the bone and above the projecting ends of the same 
cross piece. By this arrangement, the retraction of the upper fragment 
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abate even after symptoms of more active inflammation had_ subsided, 


very good use of the joint. The splint employed in these cases is that 
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and the displacement of the lower were effectually counteracted without 
the constriction of the limb produced by the ordinary figure-of-eight 
bandage, especially when applied without the intervention of a splint 
and cross-bar. 

In this case, as the sensibility in the injured joint did not ra 7 


very little force was at first exerted on the retracting portion of the bone. 
This force was gradually increased in the course of the first three weeks, 
althoush it Was not at any time very great, as the patient, being aged 
and of an irritable temperament, was intolerant of pain and bore the 
compression badly, while at no time did there appear in the muscles any 
strong disposition to contract. The lead-water dressing was continued at 
least fifteen days, until the heat of the part had nearly all disappeared. 

Very firm and close union by ligament was found to be complete by 
the twenty-eighth day, the fragments being within the eighth of an inch 
of each other and entirely immovable. ‘The patient was allowed to walk 
about on crutches with the splints still on, after confinement in bed about 
five weeks. In about ten days after leaving his bed he was directed to 
walk with the crutches alone, the splints being removed and a bandage - 
only remaining. The knee was passively moved and well rubbed with 
soap liniment every day. Discharged January 29th, with the power of 
extending the limb very good, flexion being still difficult on account of 
the partial anchiylosis arising from the treatment. 

Remarks.—The present is the second case treated successfully in the 
last six months, with the apparatus here described. The first case was 
even more unfavorable than this. A young German was admitted July 
10, having received a transverse fracture of the patella with a small 
wound of the soft parts in front slightly exposing the bone, caused by 
the kick of a horse. Severe inflammation of course soon invested the 
injured part to such an extent that position only was available in the 
management of the fracture, until the acute symptoms had been subdued 
by active antiphlogistic measures. ‘The compresses and bandage were 
first applied about the twentieth day, at which time the external wound 
had nearly cicatrized. The fragments were brought very near together, 
and union by a dense ligament advanced very well. After having 
walked about with the, splints on for two or three weeks, the man was 
discharged September 8th, with a trifling separation of the bone and a 


of Desault, modified by the addition of the cross piece, The bandages 
recommended by that authority, however, are omitted, the simpler band- 
age around the knee and splint being preferred. It was employed as 
the ordinary apparatus of the house twenty years ago, without being at 
the time considered original or peculiar, A writer in the London Lan- 
cet for 1835-6, about six years since, introduced it, however, as a 
novelty to British surgeons, and advocated its employment. Lonsdale, 
in his work, describes it, and attributes its contrivance to this writer, It. 
certainly possesses simplicity and ease of application, without creating 
much disconifort to the patient, while it appears to answer all the indica- 
tions extremely well.— Med. Examiner. | 
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CASE OF IDIOPATHIC HYDROPHOBIA. 


BX J. KIMBALL, ESQ., M.R.C.S.L. 


W. K., aged 24 years, of a bilio-lymphatic temperament, has, during the 
last month, suffered from occasional attacks of palpitation of the heart, oc- 
curring generally in the night, and invariably followed by profuse perspi- 
ration. On October 4th, 1841, he rode a distance of fourteen miles, and 
on arriving at the end of ying at about 12 o’clock, A. M., he was 
seized suddenly with great difficulty of breathing, pain over the region of 
the heart, and painful sensations over the chest. The paroxysm con- 
tinued for a few minutes, when the dyspnoea and pain gradually subsided ; 
he afterwards ate a good dinner, and appeared as well as usual, until 
about eight o’clock in the evening, when all the symptoms returned with 
greater violence than before, and to so distressing a degree did the dysp- 
noea increase, that there appeared to be imminent danger of suffocation. 
He was now bled to eighteen ounces, but without any manifest relief, and 
the operation was repeated in three hours to the amount of six ounces, 
which had the effect of considerably relieving the pain. 
About 5, A. M. Oct. 5th, I saw him ; he could not speak, although con- 
scious of what was passing around him ; I was informed that he had had 
violent convulsive movements of the arms, which had lasted nearly an 
hour, and he now appeared to be suffering fromea spasmodic constriction 
about the glottis and pharynx, causing extreme difficulty of respiration, 
which had a peculiar crowing character ; he had likewise a great desire 
for water, and complained much of thirst. ‘No sooner, however, was this 
fluid brought into his presence than it was obliged to be withdrawn ; the 
sight of it caused an alarming increase of pain about the larynx, with a 
horrible feeling of suffocation; but with the removal of the water the 
symptoms became ameliorated. From so many hydrophobic symptoms 
being present, I was apprehensive he might have been bitten by a dog, 
and questioned him upon this subject very closely ; but to all my inter- 
rogations he shook his head negatively. During the intervals of ease 
his pulse was full and soft, and averaged eighty beats in a minute; his 
tongue was clean, the bowels were regular, and the skin of the natural 
temperature. Aware that there was a predisposition to spinal disease, I 
examined the back, and found about the lower part of the cervical region 
tenderness on pressure, and 1 observed that this pressure invariably 
premncre an exacerbation in all the symptoms, and of this I fully satis- 
ed myself, and my patient likewise, by repeating the pressure three or 
four times. A blister was applied over this spot; it rose well, and he 
soon became able to swallow. Doses of opium were given by the mouth, 
and an opium injection was administered per rectum. I should have 
stated that from the commencement of the attack up to the present pe- 
riod, he has experienced a great difficulty in passing his urine, but none 
in voiding his feces. 
_ 5. Much improved in every respect ; but when his head was raised, 
the spasm was speedily re-produced. He had a constant smacking of 
his lips, and frequent twitchings of his legs and feet; the right arm par- 
tially paralyzed ; no headache; no confusion of intellect. 
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Treatment of Uterine Hemorrhage. 141 
7. Still improving ; spasms had entirely disappeared ; he could swal- 


low fluids with the greatest ease ; tongue clean; bowels well opened ; 
secretions healthy ; he can now be raised without suffering ; the blister 
discharges freely. ‘The dorsal region was rubbed with an embrocation, 
containing croton oil, tartar-emetic, &c., and quinine was given during 
the day, with henbane at night. From this period he gradually pro- 
gressed, and at the end of the month was thought sufficiently improved 
to resume his avocation. One day, however, previous to his intended 
departure, he had a recurrence of the dyspnoea, but in a much less de- 
gree than before. This was immediately treated by the application of 
leeches to the cervical region, followed by a blister, when all the symp- 
toms soon vanished. He has two issues, one on each side of the cervical 
vertebra, which discharge freely, and he may now be considered conva- 
lescent.— London Lancet. 


TREATMENT OF UTERINE HEMORRHAGE. 


Dr. Grattan, of Killeagh, observes :—‘ Having directed my attention 
to the administering of powerful styptics, 1 commenced by giving tol- 
erably large doses of sulphate of alumina and aromatic sulphuric acid 
with the most decided benefit ; finding that under the use of this medi- 
cine the hemorrhage would becofne lessened in a few days, I commenced 
giving a mixture of—Sulphate of alum, 3 iij.; sulphate of magnesia, 
% xij. ; aromatic sulphuric acid, 3 ij.; water,f3%xij. M. Of this an 
ounce was given every four hours, and where inuch pain existed a grain 
and.a half of acetate of morphia was added to the whole. When the 
stomach rejects every other medicine, and even brandy and water, this 
will remain down ; and, after the administration of one or two doses, 
hemorrhage will be considerably lessened ; and seldom or never have I 
to go beyond four doses, when it will have ceased ; but when | arrive at 
that stage, I continue the mixture without the sulphate of alumina, and 
ge it in doses of an ounce three times a day for two or three days. 
n about two hours after the first dose has been taken, the patient be- 
comes hot, the tongue hard and dry, presenting much ofa ty phoid appear- 
ance ; pulse hard and steady ; considerable thirst, which must not be too 
largely gratified ; and these symptoms will remain, should the bowels not 
be acted upon by the sulphate of magnesia in the mixture. A copious 
evacuation of the bowels should be effected within twelve hours; and 
if the medicine does not effect this, we should give one ounce of castor 
oil and two drachms of tincture of jalap in a little peppermint water. 
Should this not succeed in the course of two hours, a quantity of warm 
water must be injected with an enema syringe. This practice is abso- 
lutely necessary, as should the bowels be too long confined mucous in- 
flammation might ensue. After they have been well freed, the tongue 
gradually regains its natural appearance, and the secretion from the ute- 
rus will, in the course of twenty-four hours, diesen 05 and foetid, quite 
pale in color, and gradually disappear after a little time. Such has been 
e manner I have for years treated cases of this description, and the 
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success that has attended the practice has been most encouraging.”— 
Provincial Journal. 


Cautious practitioners may deem this a rather severe plan of treatment. 
—Ep. Lancet. |] 


PECULIAR NERVOUS AFFECTION OF THE FORE-FINGER. 


Dr. Rispon Bennett called the attention of the Medical Society of 
London to a singular kind of local nervous affection of the fore-finger of 
the right hand, which interfered with the action of writing. He had 
seen three cases of the kind, all occurring in persons more or less of stu- 
dious habits. In one of these cases, the gentleman was a hard student, 
and had been employed very much in writing. About twenty years 
ago, he found himself one day, suddenly, unable to write, for the moment 
he attempted to grasp the pen in the usual position for writing, the fore- 
finger was suddenly extended with a violent convulsive action, and the 
pen thrown to a considerable distance. Further attempts at retaining the 
pen were fruitless, as was also an endeavor to write with the pen placed 
in a different position between the fore and middle fingers. He was 
eventually under the necessity of writing with his left hand, which he 
now did. The nervous affection in the right hand fore-finger still con- 
tinues, but is called into action only when he attempts to write. In 
another case, the gentleman was not particularly studious, but was sub- 
jected to the same annoyance: in him the affection has existed for 
several years. Now in neither of these cases did the complaint appear 
to depend upon any derangement of the general system, or of the ner- 
vous system, but appeared to be a local affection depending upon ex- 
cito-motory causes, and was called into action the moment the point of 
the finger in the position for writing touched the paper. Neither of 
these gentlemen were thin, and their fingers did not want flesh. 

Mr. Dendy had met with several cases of complete numbness or pa- 
ralysis of the index finger in gentlemen much accustomed to writing. 
In these cases there was much attenuation, and the extremities of the 
nerves at the point of the finger were not sufficiently covered. He had at- 
tributed the phenomena exhibited in these cases to paralysis, resulting 
from long-continued pressure upon the nerves ; and the consequent loss 
of antagonizing power in the exterior muscles, by which the finger was 
thrown up. | 

Dr. Bennett remarked that in his cases there was nothing like paraly- 
sis, in the usual sense of that word. 

Mr. Proctor knew nothing of the excito-motory system, as it was 
called; he should look further than the extremity of the finger, in such 
cases as these, forthe cause. The spinal marrow or the brain, he believed, 
was at fault: an overworked brain, he considered, would produce a local 
affection of this kind; it was of the nature of the movements in chorea. 
He would ask those who questioned his views, how they explained those 
local convulsive actions of children, confined as they were to the thumbs, 
and indicating, as they did, mischief in the brain. 


| 
} 


Nervous Affection of the Fore-finger. 143 


Mr. T. W. Elliot inquired whether the cases in question bore any 
analogy to those involuntary local actions of the muscles of the face, 
which were frequently dependent upon irritation in the prima via—as 
worms, in the case of children—and were removed by a purgative? ! 

Mr. Hancock believed the cause of Dr. Bennett’s case should be 
sought for at the extremity of the nerve, and not at its origin ; he therefore 
agreed with Dr. Bennett in referring the phenomena to the reflex function. 
He believed the affection would have been more general, had its cause been 
situated in the brain or spinal marrow. He differed from Mr. Dendy, in 
supposing there was a want of antagonizing power in the flexor muscles 
of the finger, because in these cases the power exerted was not continu- 
ous. but was merely a convulsive action. 

Dr. Theophilus Thomson had seen a case similar to those described 
by Dr. Bennett. In this instance the affected person was a solicitor, 
and the spasmodic or rather quivering action was confined to the mus- 
cles of the thuinb, and came on when he attempted to hold a pen. His 
brain had been overworked by business, as well as his thuinb by writ- 
ing. He recommended rest for both, under which a recovery soon took 

lace. 

: Dr. Johnson should refer the local nervous affection, in some of these 
cases, to disorder of the digestive organs; they could only be explained 
on the doctrine of sympathy, or what had lately been called the excito- 
motory system. It was no proof that his view of the case was incorrect, 
because the effect had been so_permanent. We know that in the human 
body the effect often remained when its cause was removed: but who 
was to say that there was not a permanent, but hidden, cause of irritation 
existing in these cases. 

Mr. Pilcher believed the affection in Dr. Bennett’s case to be local, 
and dependent upon excito-motory causes. The same kind of action 
would occur in other muscles when the patient was otherwise in excellent 
health. He should not look to the brain as the origin of the mischief in 
this case, but he believed that. the irritation was conveyed to and from 
the spine$ or, what was much the same, to and from the ganglion or 
theearpus. It was a similar condition of the muscles of the finger, as 
that which was observed in the muscles of the fore-arm in the “ band- 
drop” of painters, in which there was a loss of balance between the 
extensor and flexor muscles, and which affection he believed to be en- 
tirely local. He had found that these cases of hand-drop were always 
confined to the right hand. If the phenomenon was dependent on the 
absorption of lead, why should it affect one hand only? In a case of 
this kind which had come under his care two years since, he had blis- 
tered the back’part of the arm, and used strychnine internally. The 

ractice was empirical, but the man got well; whether from ade, 
rom work, or from the remedies, he could not say. He had since ha 
the same patient under treatment for the same affection. He had noticed 
on both occasions that the strychnine produed a very distressing eruption 
over the entire surface.—London Lancet. 
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REGIMEN AND LONGEVITY.* 


THESE two subjects occupy the thoughts of mankind perhaps more than 
any others. What we shall eat, what we shall drink, and wherewithal 
we shall be clothed, are forever on the tongue of the civilized; and 
the savage, without saying so much about it, concentrates all the forces at 
his command to provide for his immediate physical wants, and prizes lon- 
gevity because the longer he lives the more he expects to enjoy the grati- 
fication of inherent appetites. 

Dr. Bell, the erudite editor of the Select Medical Library, at Philadel- 
phia, is the author of a new work which is calculated to make a sensa- 
tion. Coming from high authority, every proposition and every declara- 
tion will necessarily have its weight both with the wise and the ignorant. 
The most stupid people are stongly persuaded that they are intimately 
acquainted with what is good and what is bad in dietetics, and on all 
Occasions thrust in their own experience, with a view to the promotion 
of individual human happiness, as it regards regimen and whatever con- 
duces to health, and. consequently, longevity. Dr. Bell must expect, 
therefore, to meet with hard rubs from some of the most inveterate igno- 
ramuses of the age, who pride themselves in their attainments in certain 
Pen discoveries, which would lengthen out the life of man to 

ethusaleh’s age, and re-people the earth with giants in body and intel- 
lect, if they were clothed with sufficient authority to enforce their doc- 
trines as well as their diet. 

There are fifteen chapters in Dr. B.’s work, which are elegantly writ- 
ten, and embrace the whole circle of knowledge upon the topics dis- 
cussed. The first treats of Public Hvygiéne; 2, National Dietetic 
Usages ; 3, the same; 4, the same; 5, Vegetable Food; 6, the same; 
7, the same; 8, the same—fruits; 9, Sugar—Grapes; 10, Fruits; 11, 
Animal Food ; 12, Animal mixed Food ; 13, Drinks ; 14, Alcoholic Drinks ; 
15, Longevity. Such is the scheme of Dr. Bell’s deliberations, that 
scarcely an item has escaped his investigations, which has even a remote 
relationship to the inquiry before him. It is really a learned production, 
evincing patient inquiry, and uncommon devotion to the investigation of 
such subjects as have or may have a bearing upon present comfort or fu- 
ture longevity. 

With this brief notice of Dr. Bell’s labors, we are reluctantly compelled 
to forego any further remarks the present week. That elaborately-con- 
structed observations will be made upon the work, seems quite certain. The 
advocates of an exclusive vegetable regimen, will here find abundant evi- 
dence to strengthen them in their adoration of farinaceous food. Those 
who doat on a surloin will not give it up on reading this treatise, although 
the author is cautious in not committing himself for or against animal 


* On Regimen and Longevity, comprising materia alimentaria, national dietetic usages, and the in- 
fluence of civilization on healtw and the duration of life. By John Bell, M.D., &c. Philadelphia : 
Haswell & Johnson. 8vo., p. 420. 1842. 
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food. If we mistake not, he relates evils enough resulting from the con- 
sumption of meats, to make one pause over an excellent dish. We shall 
endeavor to revert to this work again, more in detail. 


Climate of the United States and its Endemic Influences.*—Dr. F orry’s 
learned work, announced some months ago, is finally published, and may 
be found on sale in Boston. The design, says the preface, is to exhibit a 
connected view of the leading phenomena of our .climate, both physical 
and medical—comprising all ts¢ author’s observations on the subject, 
chiefly based on the Army Meteorological Register. Much _ intellectual 
acumen is discoverable in every page, and the industry manifested re- 
minds us of the indefatigable diligence of Kepler, called, by way of emi- 
nence, the navigator of the skies. Dr. Eorry has an undisputed claim to 
the honor of having methodically investigated a class of phenomena al- 
most wholly overlooked by his predecessors, and we are sure that very 
few of his contemporaries will dare to interfere in a domain so success- 
fully cultivated by himself. 


The Basis of true Physiology.—In the fifth No. of the New Church- 
man, a periodical devoted to the dissemination of the doctrines of the 
New Jerusalem Church (Swedenborgian), is a curious communication, en- 
titled “ The correct definition of man, the basis of true physiology.” The 
article possesses nothing objectionably singular about it, save only that 
such a publication is the last place in the world we should have thought of 
looking for an able and vigorously written dissertation on the general 
truths of physiology. It would have done credit to any medical work, as 
a specimen of thorough acquaintance with the highest veritable sources 
of physiological inquiry, and therefore we esteem it in the light of a gem, 
unfortunately concealed from public view, since it is presumed that the 
New Churchman is limited in its circulation to the sect for which it is ex- 
clusively published. The philosophy of sympathy is fully treated on, and 
it is shown that in the present age little more is known on this point than 
in the Jife time of Aristotle. But, says the writer, “the new physiology 
which must supersede, to a great extent at least, the speculations of the 
past, will be founded ona correct definition of man. With this definition, 
the receivers of the doctrines of the New Church, and the readers of 
Emanuel Swedenborg, are already acquainted, viz., that man is the form 
of a society; the constituent individuals of which society are all the 
members and organs which, in the aggregate, produce the human form: 
and that the several operations and functions. of these members and or- 
gans, are but the efforts which these individuals reciprocate, each to do 
good to the other.” Again—says A. T. L., who is evidently a citizen of 
Boston, “ we have spoken of the brain as the highest and inmost organ. 
It is the primitive formation of man, and the medium of all descent from 
the heavens to the world, and of ascent from the world to the heavens.” 

Some slight notion may be formed of the bias of the amiable author’s 
mind, by these extracts. As a whole, unconnected with the peculiar 
symbolical method of reasoning generally characteristic of the followers 


* The Climate of the United States and its Endemic Influences, based chiefly on the records of 
the Medical Department and Adjutant-general’s Office of the United States Army. By Samuel Forry, 
M.D. New York: J. & H.G. Langley. Philadelphia: Barrington & Haswell. 8vo., p. 378. 
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of the New Church, we have been exceedingly gratified with the beauti- 
- a, of thought which occupied the author’s mind while elaborating 
the article. 


Evils of Modern Music Teaching.—A gentleman who lost his only 
daughter a few days since, by a rapid pulmonary consumption, and who 
has ascertained that other young ladies are suffering from the incipient 
approaches of symptoms precisely like those he has so painfully wit- 
nessed in a member of his own bereaved family, suggests that lesions or 
some other equally injurious effects are produced in the lungs by the 
modern mode of vocal instruction. The instructer begins with the pupil by 
causing a full inspiration to be made—the lungs being distended to their 
utmost capacity. When in that condition, a horrible noise called a sound 
is to follow, by allowing the slow escape of the unnatural volume of air, 
pressed upon by an equally unnatural effort of the external respirator 
inuscles. The object is said to be the strengthening of the lungs, which 
is absolutely ridiculous, and no more philosophical than holding one’s feet 
in a tub of cold water to produce a better base. Now if it is true that 
music-masters actually begin their lessons by overstraining the delicate 
tissue of the air-cells, they are sowing the seeds of a wide-spread deso- 
lation, that requires an immediate and careful investigation. Our young 
ladies are swept off with melancholy rapidity throughout New England, 
almost before they have begun to live, through the combined agency of 
a variable climate, the vices of civilization, and dress; and if there is to 
be another power brought into requisition, under the specious character of 
a vocal education, some counteracting influences should at once be de- 
vised to undeceive parents, and to develope a less objectionable system, 
that does not bring disease and premature death with the first songs of 
youthful vivacity. 


Hope on the Diseases of the Heart.—We are glad to see that Dr. Dun- 
lison has begun the publication of this work in his Monthly Medical 
Library. Dr. Hope is at present of St. George’s Hospital, and has held 
the presidency of the Edinburgh Royal Medical Society. His reputation 
and experience are of a character to enlist confidence in his work as one 
of the most valuable and carefully prepared treatises in this department of 
medical science. It has already passed to.a third London edition, and its 
value and interest will be enhanced by the notes and details of experi- 
ments of Dr. Pinnock, of the Philadelphia Hospital, which accompany it. 
It will be furnished with several plates. The value of this and other re- 
cent works that have been furnished in Dunglison’s Medical Library, de- 
serve to attract the attention of the profession. The eight Nos. of the 
current volume contain Sir J. Clark’s Sanative Influence of Climate; 
Changes of Blood in Disease ; a translation by Dr. Dix from the French 
of M. Gibert; Sources and Mode of Action of Fever, by Dr. Davidson, 
of Glasgow ; Introduction to the Study of Medicine, by Dr. Macrobin ; 
A treatise on Amaurosis; besides a condensed record of Medical Intelli- 
euce, occupying some twenty pages in each monthly No. The Library is 
per year. Jordan & Co., No. 121 Washington street, are the New- 
England publishers. | 


Medical Miscellany.—Dr. DeKay, of the New-York Geological Com- 
mission, has prepared drawings of 2000 animals, natives of that State ; 
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Dr. Torry as many of indigenous plants ; and Dr. Conrad about 600 of 
organic remains. Scarlet fever, says the Exeter (N. HB.) Democrat, is 
raging in our vicinity, and seems to be the prevailing disease of the sea- 
son.—The tooth of a mammoth has been found in a marl-bed, three miles 
south of Le Roy, N. Y., which originally must have been eight or nine 
inches in circumference. Further examinations are intended, with a 
hope of finding more remains of the sane kind.—The venerable Deacon 
Whitman, of Bridgewater, whose name is annually mentioned on account 
of his extraordinary longevity, entered on his 103th year last Monday.— 
Dr. Cartwright’s letters, in the Mississippi Free Trader, are exceedingly 
ingenious, and there is much truth in the medical evidence he brings for- 
ward, but his main argument is not exactly in accordance with the pub- 
lic sentiment in all parts of the world.—A servant girl died at Exeter, 
N. H., week before last, in consequence of breaking a looking-glass acci- 
dentally. Believing that it forbode evil, she soon fell sick, and on the 
second or thirdday, without any other disease than such as resulted from 
fear, actually died,a victim to an absurd superstition.—In the northern 
part of Vermont scarlatina has been exceedingly prevalent, and fatal too, it 
seems, by the number of deaths mentioned by it in the country papers. — 
Dr. Griscom, of New York, is editing a new botanical and horticultural 
Journal.— Dr. Edward H. Dixon, of New York, our industrious corres- 
pondent, is the auther of a series of tart articles in one of the daily pa- 
pers, on the never-ending subject of quackery. The question has been 
repeatedly asked, who is Dr. Elliot, styled the oculist—and where was 
he instructed? The interrogatory remains open for an answer, under 
a responsible name.—Young physicians, well qualified, are patronized by 
the government of Egypt A scarcity of medical men in that country is 
said to have led to the commencement of the encouragement held out 
by the ruler of that ancient land. 


To Susscrisers.—Dr. Davis’s case of Empyema, and 
Dr Dixon’s remarks on Strabismus, will appear next week; also a note from Dr. 
Forbes, editor of the British and Foreign Medical Review. 

Subscribers who are in arrears for the Journal are respectfully requested to for- 
ward the amounts due. Postmasters are generally willing to frank letters con- 
taining eg for periodicals, and all who can avail themselves of this mode of 
transmitting their subscriptions will confer a particular favor at this time by doing so. 


Dien,—At Albany, N. Y., Dr. James L. cae greatly lamented.—At Phila- 
delphia, Horton Bethune, M.D., of Charleston, 8S. C., of consumption, 40.—In 
Philadelphia, Dr. Culp—killed by a fall from his horse. 


Number of deaths in Boston for the week ending April 2, 47.—Males, 19 ; Females, 28. Stillborn, 3. 

Of consumption, 7—scarlet fever, 8—sudden, 2—dropsy on the brain, 1—inflammation of the | 
1—lung fever, 4—erysipelas, l1—disease of the heart, |—cachexia, 1—infantile, 2—canker rash, 1— 
child-bed, 3—palsy, 1—debility, 1—canker, 1—intemperance, 2—tits, !—hooping congh, 1—disease of the 
head, 1—old age, 2—typhus fever, 2—dropsy in the head, 1—smalipox, 1—ulcers in the head, 1. 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 
Tue subscribers at their room, 5 1-2 Tiemont Row, continue to give instruction in all the branches of 
a thoruugh medical education, in connection with attendance on the Massachusetts General Hospita) 
and the infirmary for Diseases of the Lungs, the practical study of anatomy, &c. 
H. 1. BOWDITCH, 
Ap. 6— ; 


. G. WILEY, 

G. C. SHATTUCK, JR. 

S. PARKMAN. 
INFIRMARY AT CONCORD, N. H. 

For the surgical treatment of diseases of the eye and ear, club-feet, curvature of the spine, and other 

distortions of the joints, whether arising from muscular contractions or other causes. 

Concord, N. H., March 25, 1842. Ap. 6— THO. CHADBOURNE, M.D. 
WILLIAM D. BUCK, M.D. 
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NEW QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 

Ar the suggestion of numerous members of the profession in Boston and its vicinity, the subscriber 
—— to issue a quarterly medical periodical, to be called “ THe New ENGLAND QUARTERLY 

OURNAL OF MEDICINE AND SurGgEry.” It is believed that ample materials, of sufficient interest 
and oe gh my exist, to support with credit both a weekly and quarterly medical journal in New 
England. With the approbation of the leading members of the profession in Boston, Charles E. 
Ware, M.D. and Samuel Parkman, M.D., have been engaged to conduct the editorial department. 
The warmest encouragement and promises of aid in its support have been given, and the medical 
faculty of Harvard University, as well as many of the more prominent practitioners of medicine and 
surgery in this city, have kindly allowed their names to be published in connection with the pros- 
pectus, as a testimony of their good will towards the undertaking. 

It is proposed to commence the publication in July next, the No. for that month to be issued, if the 
encouragement is sufficient, as soon as convenient; and after that time the Nos. to appear regularly 
every three months. Each No. will comprise one hundred and fifty large octavo pages, making an 
annual volume of six hundred pages. Price $3 per annum, payable on the receipt of the first No, 

Boston, March 1, 1842. D. CLAPP, JR., Publisher. 

As it is desirable that the business connected with this Journal shonld be transacted, as far as 
sible, directly with this office, physicians who are desirous of subscribing are requested to send 
names to the publisher through their respective postmasters. 


MEDICAL INSTITUTE OF PHILADELPHIA. 
LOCUST STREET, ABOVE ELEVENTH. 
Tue Course of Lectures will commence on Monday, April 4th, and continue until the last of October 
ensuing, with the exception of August, which is a vacation. 


LECTURES 
On Practice of Medicine, by N. Cuapman, M.D., W. W. Gernarp, M.D. 
Anatomy, by W. E. Horner, M.D., Pau. B. Gopparp, M.D. ~ 
Institutes of Medicine, by SamuEL J ACKSON, M.D. 
Materia Medica and. Therapeuties, by Joun Bei, M.D. 
Chemistry, by James B. Rocers, M.D., Ropert E. Rocers, M.D. 
Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children, by Hucu L. Hopes, M.D., WM. Harris, M.D. 
Principles and Practice of Surgery, by Thomas Harris, M.D., W. PoynTeLL Jounston, M.D. 


January 8th, 1842. M 2—2m W. E. HORNER, Secretary. 


TO PHYSICIANS AND APOTHECARIES. 

Davip F. BrapLee & Co., wholesale and retail Chemists and Druggists, Central Depot, No. 19 
Cornhill, near Washington street and Dock square, Boston, have selected and imported a very choice 
selection of Medicines and Chemicals from the well-known establishments of MANDER, WEAVER & 
MANDER, and others, of England ; also all the valuable French and other foreign medical and chemical 
8 ae rg jin addition to which, they have brought together all the superior American preparations, 

endie’s and Dunglison’s New Remedies, &c.—the whole including all the recent discoveries in 
medicine and chemistry from each section of the scientific world. They likewise keep constantly on 
hand, or supply to order, every variety of Surgical Instrument, &c. Dentists also supplied with su- 
perior specimens of all the articles used in their practice. Homeopathic Books and Medicines fur- 
nished to order. - 

N. B.—All orders addressed to D. F. B. & Co., as above, or to the publisher of this Journal, will 
be promptly answered, and every article furnished will be warranted to be as good and as cheap as 
can be had in this city. 

David F. Bradlee, 


John W. Warren. Mh. 16—e3wly 


ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS. 

Dr. Haynes’s instrument, which is recommended by the profession generally, may now be had at 
the Medical Journal office. Price, with perineal strap, only $4—without, $3,50. By addressing the 
publisher, No. 184 Washington street, physicians may be readily accommodated. > 

The Supporters nay also be obtained of the following agents:—In New Hampshire, Drs J. A. 
Dana, N. Hampton; A. Harris, Colebrook; M. Parker, Acworth; J. Crosby, Meredith; E. Bartlett, 
Haverhill; D. Crosby, Hanover; F. P. Fitch, Amherst; J. Smith, Dover; J. C. Eastman, Ham- 
stead; C. B. Hamilton, Lyme; Stickney & Dexter, Lancaster; J.B. Abbott, Boscawen ; N. Kendall 


& Co., Nashua. In Vermont, Dr. L. Jewett, St. Johnsbury. L.8. Bartlett, Lowell, Mass. J. Balch, 
Jr., Providence, R. I. 


in any section of the United States can procure ten quills charge th Pure Vacct 
og nail, on addressing the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, enclosing 
one dollar, post paid, without which no letter will be taken from the post office. . June 19 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS. 
A COMPLETE assortment of Surgical and Dental Instruments, English and American—for sale low, by 
BREWERS, STEVENS & CUSHING, 90 and 92 Washington street. D. 29—3m 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., corner of Franklin St., to whom all communications must be 
addressed, post paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J. V.C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after three 
months, or $4,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5,00 a year, in 
advance. Orders from adistance must be accompanied by payment in advance or satisfactory refer- 
enee. Postage the same as for a newspaper. 
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